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A new downtown Nanaimo to down-
town Vancouver foot passenger ferry 
is expected to be in operation this 
summer.

The Vancouver Island Ferry Compa-
ny (VIFC) announced November 9 that 
with negotiations completed with the 
Port of Nanaimo, and two new vessels 
on their way, the service will prepare 
for its initial voyages this summer. The 
ferry will arrive at the Port of Nanaimo 
passenger terminal located at 100 Port 
Drive, and will take approximately 70 
minutes to downtown Vancouver.

“Islanders and Mainlanders have been 
asking for a modern, fast and cost-ef-
fective way to travel between the Island 
and Vancouver. We are so excited 
to be bringing forward an essential 
transportation service to the region and 
are committed to its long-term suc-
cess,” says Alastair Caddick, CEO of 
Vancouver Island Ferry Company. “We 
cannot wait to welcome guests aboard 
in Summer 2023.”

VIFC’s inaugural fleet will be comprised 
of two high-speed catamaran vessels 
built by Netherlands-based Damen 
Group, and each vessel will have ca-
pacity for over 350 passengers. Further 
details on launch plans, sailing sched-
ules, and fare prices will be unveiled in 
early 2023.

“Vancouver Island Ferry Company will 
bring many positive economic impacts 
to the region. Looking at tourism, the 
opportunity is extraordinary,” states 
Port Board Chair Donna Hais. “The 
ability to have people in Vancouver 
come over for the day, weekend or lon-
ger and see what a fabulous commu-
nity we have and really bring the world 
here in a modern and reliable new way, 
is incredible.”

VIFC worked in collaboration with 
Snuneymuxw First Nation (SFN) and 
the Port of Nanaimo to bring the ferry 
to our community.

Bill Yoachim, acting Chief of SFN, 
states “the creation of the Vancouver 
Island Ferry Company in Snuneymuxw 
territory provides amazing employment 
opportunities, diversifies the economy 
and ultimately brings people to this 
beautiful community to play and live. 
We are truly excited for people to come 
and learn about the Snuneymuxw peo-
ple, territory, and our culture.”

Founded in 2022 and headquartered in 
Nanaimo, VIFC is led by Caddick, with 
25 years’ experience in both private 
and public sectors in transportation, 
finance, real estate and management 
consulting.

Caddick is the founder of Cascadia 
Partners, a BC-based management 
consulting firm focused on helping BC 
companies navigate complex challeng-
es, make better-informed decisions, 
and improve their operations. Prior to 
Cascadia, he was a Vice President with 
CHC Helicopter in Vancouver.

Damen Group issued a statement for 
the announcement, noting “At Damen 
we are excited to see this ferry service 
come to life, and we take pride in build-
ing and delivering two high-quality fast 
ferry vessels to VIFC. 

“But we also see this as the start of a 
long-term relationship and will not just 
leave after delivery; with our Damen 
Service Hub based in Victoria we are 
just around the corner to provide VIFC 
with in-service support for a safe, reli-
able and comfortable ferry service that 
will connect communities.”

Nanaimo-Vancouver 
Foot Passenger Ferry Expected 
To Start By Summer 2023

Rupesh Amin of VIFC shares

Photos by Doug Wortley  - Arrowsmith Media

SFN Councillor Erralyn Joseph

Port Board Chair Donna Hais

Port Staff with MP Lisa Marie Barron

Local Dignitaries at VIFC gathering
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Vancouver Island Ferry Company’s recent an-
nouncement of the new fast foot passenger ferry 
service from the Port of Nanaimo to the Vancouver 
Harbour Flight Centre is a dream come true for 
many people.

VIFC is well on its way to delivering this great service 
by the summer of 2023, as it has already purchased 
two new vessels for the 70 minute harbour-to-har-
bour journey. The Port of Nanaimo has worked 
diligently and quietly behind the scenes to make this 
happen, and we greatly appreciate the partnership 
with Snuneymuxw First Nation to bring hit home. 
Everyone involved is very confident that this will be a suc-
cessful venture.

I like to make the point this new service is not only about 
tourism opportunities or getting people from Nanaimo to 
Vancouver. It is also about bringing Vancouver and the Lower 
Mainland here. That is a key component and one that will be 
a great economic benefit to Nanaimo and the surrounding 
region.

One of the realizations that came out of the Covid pandemic 
was that people can work efficiently from their own homes. 
As companies begin to draw those workers back to their 
offices, that often means it’s back to commuting. For many 
of those who have jobs in downtown Vancouver and want to 
own their own homes, they find themselves traveling great 
distances in morning and afternoon commutes to reach 
affordable housing. 

In many cases, those journeys are over an hour in 
length, at which time the commuters concentrate on 
keeping their eyes on the road so they can arrive 
safely. Commuting is expensive in terms of vehicle 
upkeep, high gas prices and parking, not to mention 
the down-time of non-productive hours taken up 
during the drive in and out of Vancouver.

What the VIFC ferry offers these commuters is a pro-
ductive alternative. Rather than stop-and-go traffic on 
major thoroughfares they typically travel, by booking 
a seat on the ferry, they can connect to on-board 
WIFI and work as the vessel crosses the Salish Sea, 

should they choose. Or they can simply relax and enjoy the 
amazing scenery, and maybe even see some whales on the 
way.

What awaits these workers in Nanaimo is much more af-
fordable housing that is suddenly within their financial reach 
due to their typically higher salaries in downtown Vancouver 
and lower house prices here. Developers and construction 
companies have been busy building condominiums and 
townhouses in the downtown Nanaimo area for years now, 
and more are on the way. These units would be perfect for 
someone who would rather enjoy the Vancouver Island life-
style and all it offers, on their Vancouver salary.

So, while this service adds to the list of positive develop-
ments at the Port of Nanaimo in recent years, it is going to be 
a real economic benefit to Greater Nanaimo as it really will 
bring Vancouver and the Lower Mainland here, to live, work 
and play.

Ferry Announcement Is A Dream Come True
CHAIR REPORT

Donna 
Hais
Board Chair

Newly painted and renovated 104 Front Street building downtown Nanaimo
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GRT Soil Processing (VI) Ltd. is hel-
ping the environment at Duke Point.

The company has been processing 
clean construction aggregates from 
excess soil for the past 18 months, an 
operation that results in returning bet-
ween 90-95 percent of the soil brought 
to the site becoming re-usable on 
construction sites. GRT has diverted 
100,000 tonnes of contaminated soils 
and muds from landfills since June 
2021.

“We’re mainly processing soil from 
construction sites, and it’s going very 
well,” says Peter Reid, GRT’s Chief 
Operating Officer. “If someone is 
digging out property for a parkade or a 
building, that soil used to go to landfill. 
Now, some of that is coming to us.

“We take that soil and put it through 
our plant’s processes and change it so 
that it meets geotechnical specs. And 
if there are any environmental issues 
with the soil, we remove them so it can 
be reused.”

Reid says GRT developed this parti-
cular recycling system. “Some of the 
technology comes from gravel pits, 
some from water treatment for  

drinking water, and the rest of it from 
our technology,” he notes. “This type 
of operation is well known in the 
construction industry. The reception for 
what we’re doing here is great, becau-
se prior to us, the soil was going on a 
barge to the mainland or to the United 
States landfills.

“The product is going back to other 
construction projects on the Island, 
depending if there’s a need for it.”

 

GRT’s facility uses water to wash the 
soil, and then screens and sorts the 
components so they can be safely reu-
sed. Then they treat the wash water so 
that it can be used again to clean the 
next batch of soil. 

Any contaminated material that is left 
over is blended with their clay output, 
then transferred to a provincially per-
mitted facility to be reused as landfill 
cover.   

Reid came to GRT from the constructi-
on industry in 2020, and notes that the 
company has 40 employees, including 
up to 30 in Nanaimo, when they’re 
working on a large job. Typically there 
are 20 workers at the Duke Point site.

“We want to thank the Port of Nanai-
mo, the City of Nanaimo, the Regio-
nal District of Nanaimo and Snu-
neymuxw First Nation,” he states. 
“They’ve all been big supporters of us 
and have encouraged us along the 
way, and for those companies that are 
using the finished products from our 
plant in their construction projects.”

Cleaning Up Soil One Load At A Time
GRT SOIL PROCESSING

GRT	Chief	Operating	Officer	Peter	Reid	at	the	Duke	Point	facility

www.Grtenv.com
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WCMRC BARGES
ARRIVE IN STYLE
Barges arriving at the Port of Nanaimo is a regular occurrence. 
Barges coming in on a submersible vessel are another story.

Western Canada Marine Response Corporation brought two oil 
spill response barges for its operations in early December that arri-
ved on a semi-submersible deep sea vessel – one for its Nanaimo 
operations and one for Vancouver’s spill response station.

Seabride Marine was in charge of offloading the vessel from the 
barges, with part of their job including having welders go in and cut 
away the welds to free the barges, which are welded to the vessel 
so they’re safe and secure on the back of the vessel during trans-
port.

Rodney Grounds, Manager of Marine Operations and Deputy 
Harbour Master for the Port of Nanaimo, says the barges first 
arrived at DP World at Duke Point, and two tugboats were used to 
remove the barges from the vessel.

“They have to pump sea water into the ballast tanks to lower it in 
to the water, and once they get down to where the barges are held 
in place with mooring lines, the tugs came on to put a bridle on the 
barges and float them away from the ship,” Grounds says, adding 
it took two days to perform the task.

WCMRC Senior Manager, Communications Michael Lowry 
states: “These response barges are part of our enhancement 
program for the Trans Mountain Expansion Project. They were 
custom designed for our specifications and are the largest builds 
we have ever undertaken. 

“One barge will be stationed in Vancouver Harbour and the other 
will be stationed at our new response base in Nanaimo. They 
represent a significant enhancement to our response capacity for 
the West Coast.”

The Sentinel 304 vessel that will call Nanaimo its home port is 
double-hulled, 76 metres in length and weighs 4,250 tonnes, carry-
ing 4,000 feet of offshore boom and 14,000 feet of general boom.

Photo series shows WCMRC Barges arriving on submersible vessel to be unloaded
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Director Accepts Provincial Position
The staff and Board of direc-
tors thank Doug White III 
for his service on the Nanai-
mo Port Authority Board 
of Directors from June 2019 
– November 2022. 
 
Doug has recently taken 
on a new role in the Office 
of the Premier of British 
Columbia as the Special 
Counsel to the Premier on 
Indigenous Reconciliation.  

Doug’s contributions at the 
Port’s Board table as the 
Provincial representative 
and as Chair of the Conduct 
and Governance Committee 
will be missed.  

The Port of Nanaimo wishes 
Doug success in his future 
endeavours.

Douglas S. White III, K.C.
(Kwulasultsun/Tliishin)

Photo by HA Photography   

With heavy hearts, the 
staff, board and past 
directors of the Nanaimo 
Port Authority remember 
Clem Trombley Director 
on the Board of the Port 
of Nanaimo from 2007 – 
2014.  

Clem passed away pea-
cefully at home in Dun-
can with his best friend 
Maureen by his side on 
the evening of November 
9, 2022.  

During his time on the 
Board Clem represented 
the Federal international 
trade group of Port Users. 
Clem was raised on 
Vancouver Island where 

he worked in the forest 
industry for 50 years.  

Per Clem’s wishes there 
will be no formal memo-
rial.  

Farewell To Past Director Trombley

CLEM TROMBLEY
1941-2022

A Positive Outlook: 2023 Brings
New Opportunities To The Port of Nanaimo

CEO REPORT

The Port of Nanaimo is excited for the post pan-
demic future and accomplishments in 2022. 

The two years of sustaining operations and em-
ployment have developed into new business and 
opportunities for the port as we look forward to 
working with our partners to grow the economic 
engine that is Nanaimo. 

The work of our staff and management is making 
Nanaimo a preferred port for doing business and the 
port will be looking for opportunities to expand the 
volumes that are shipped through the facilities. 

The current berth extension project at Duke Point is a ma-
jor step in maximizing cargo opportunities. Further devel-

opment will be examined this year with the commis-
sioning of a feasibility study for port facilities.

We move into the New Year with a positive outlook 
for Nanaimo as we continue to work closely with 
Snuneymuxw First Nation and our community insti-
tutions. The port plans for future engagement with 
the community a large as we examine overall port 
development. 

We look forward to the coming year, the new chal-
lenges it brings and the opportunities it provides. 

We wish everyone a very happy, healthy and prosperous 
2023.

  Ian Marr
  President 
  & CEO
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Port Connect did its job again on De-
cember 1 – to bring marine companies 
together with prospective profession-
als seeking jobs in the industry.

The 4th annual event, held at the new 
Western Canada Marine Response 
Corporation (WCMRC) building at 50 
Port Drive, attracted several hundred 
people, giving them an opportunity 
to meet with employers and discuss 
possible occupations.

Exhibitors included BC Ferries, DP 
World, Herold Engineering, Gow-
land Towing, Tetra Tech, Vancou-
ver Island Pile Driving, Vancouver 
Island Ferry Corporation, Western 
Canada Marine Response Corpora-
tion, Port of Nanaimo, GRT Soil Pro-
cessing, Petroglyph Development 
Group, Western Maritime Institute, 
WorkBC Centre –  Nanaimo, CBSA –  
Canada Customs, Vancouver Island 
Whale Watch, Seamor Marine, and 
Canadian Coast Guard. 

Port Connect is different from tradition-
al hiring fairs, as rather than focusing 
on immediate employment and 
on-the-spot interviews, it emphasizes 

meaningful connections for long-term 
industry relationships. Port Connect 
provides attendees and exhibitors the 
opportunity to make valuable profes-
sional contacts, resulting in an influx 
of qualified and motivated individuals 
entering the regional Marine Sector. 

WCMRC’s Regional Manager, Bill Ja-
helka states “WCMRC is proud to host 
this year’s Port Connect with Port of 
Nanaimo stakeholders and partners. 

Port Connect provided an opportunity 

for us to meet an ideal candidate in 
2018, currently employed today as a 
valuable member of our team.” 

Port of Nanaimo CEO Ian Marr notes 
that “Port Connect provides an oppor-
tunity to meet candidates interested in 
marine-based industries for continual 
resource development and recruit-
ment. The Port of Nanaimo appreci-
ates the commitment from our ma-
rine-based stakeholders and partners.”

Port Connect Event Another Huge Success

Photo by David Mailloux

Together with the Lighthouse Ministry, the 
Port of Nanaimo patrol division delivered gift 
baskets and fresh fruit to the crews stationed 
aboard the vessels at anchor and on the berth 
in the Nanaimo Harbour this holiday season.  

Captain Satinder Singh, Harbour Master 
and VP, Operations at the Port of Nanaimo 
states “90% of all food, fuel, raw materials 
and finished goods in the world are deliv-
ered by sea and seafaring is one of the most 
demanding sectors of international trade. 
When the festive season arrived, we took the 
opportunity to deliver some holiday cheer to 
the seafarers aboard the deep sea vessels in 
our harbour. The team felt proud to be a part 
of this initiative.”  

One ship carried a Ukrainian crew that had 
been away from home at sea for almost a 
year. The kindness and enthusiasm of the de-
livery team was well received and provided a 
boost in morale to the hardworking seafarers 
aboard the vessels.

Port Patrol Division Delivers 
Holiday Cheer To Vessels At Anchor

Photo Credit: The Lighthouse Ministry


